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Dear Families and Friends of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, 

 
This annual report is required by our accrediting agency, the Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting 
Association, or MNSAA.  Along with a financial update, enrollment data, upcoming improvements, and our 
outstanding test scores, we are also required to share our progress towards our school strategic plan and a 
brief overview of school finances. 

 

The 2021-2022 school year presented new challenges, but the staff, students, and families of our community 
rose up to meet them. The year started with continued COVID-19 restrictions that we were eventually able to 
lift in February.  Students and staff members had to deal with more quarantines then during the previous 
year, but their hard work was evident in our NWEA MAP scores and other assessments. Once again, we 
were not going to let a pandemic stop us from continuing on the road to sainthood and academic excellence. 
Working in partnership with families, we were able to maintain our drive for excellence while making Christ 
known and loved to our students.  

Below are a few of the ways we continued our standard of spirituality, excellence, academics, and service: 

• Each classroom received a saint plaque outside it’s door to help increase the visual Catholic identity of 
our school for students and visitors.  

• Planbook was used by all K-8 teachers to enter in their weekly lesson and standards taught. This 
information was used to review standards for science, social studies, and technology.  

• Our SEAS Green Team organized the school’s participation in the Trex Plastic Film Recycling Challenge. 
Our school finished 11th in the region and 1st in the state of Minnesota.  

• A parent survey was sent in late May, which received 102 responses. A summary can be found in this 
document.  

• An end-of-the-year party was held at the main campus.  

• Our 8th graders were able to attend Sharing and Caring Hands, putting their faith into action.  

• Despite the feared “COVID slide,” our students continued to surpass national norms on the standardized 
NWEA MAPS test.  

• The school received a donation of a gaga pit to our main campus playground.  

• Though there were delays due to global supply lines, our additions to the playground from the 2021 
Spring Fling were installed in the early spring at both campuses.  

• Thanks to the support of our community to this year’s Spring Fling, we will replace two hoops in the gym 
and create a new teacher’s lounge/kitchen.   

• Our middle schoolers continued last year’s SEAS CUP. They competed in athletic and academic 
challenges throughout the year. Ms. Ingebrand’s homeroom was the eventual winner.  

• A ramp was installed for great access to the lower level of the building.   

 

The success our school experienced this year would not have been possible without the continued support 
and prayers of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton community. Thank you for placing your trust in us.  

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 

Tim Sullivan 
Principal 

 Main Campus (K-8), 600 Tyler Street, Hastings, MN 55033    p: 651-437-3098    f: 651-438-3377 
 ECC Preschool Campus, 2035-15th Street, Hastings MN 55033  p: 651-438-3223  f: 651-438-2948 
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SEAS Catholic School 2022: Strategic Plan Progress 
We finished the fourth year of our strategic plan, which was created by the school staff and approved by 
MNSAA.  Each objective and strategy includes action steps that must be completed annually. Below are our 
objectives and some of the work that was completed this past school year: 

 
Objective 1: SEAS will continue to be a school of academic excellence.  

• Planbook was used by teachers in kindergarten-8th grade for lesson planning.  

• Mrs. Mary Quick was hired in October as a part-time art teacher. 

• Mrs. Diane Talley spent half her day as a reading specialist, assisting emerging      

   and advanced readers.   

 

Objective 2: SEAS will increase the Catholic Identity of the school.  

• Saint icons were added outside each classroom. Some were strategically 

placed, such as St. Cecilia outside the music room, or St. Maximillian Kolbe 

outside Mrs. Reuter’s classroom because one of her classes discusses the 

Holocaust.  

• Staff developed and implemented “The SEAS Way.” These five principles 

are based in scripture and tie in with our mission statement.  

• Teachers attended monthly faith formation sessions with our parish Director 

of Evangelization, Laura Stierman.  

• Students participated in a Divine Mercy service led by Fr. Matt.   

 

Objective 3: SEAS will remain fiscally vital and viable into the future.  

• SEAS received several grants to help offset the cost of additional supplies to help       

      deal with COVID outbreaks in our school and community.   

• Families of students who will be attending SEAS in the fall were invited to the  

      end-of-the-year celebration.  

• We expand our advertising to include the local newspaper and a golf course to try 

  to attract more students.  

• Our preschool program will increase their Parent Aware status this summer, which 

      will make it eligible for scholarships from outside groups.  

 

Objective 4: SEAS will provide a safe, functional, and attractive learning environment.  

• A ramp was added to the north entrance of the building. 

• The 2015 capital improvement plan was reviewed and updated to address current building needs.  

• Thanks to the success of last year’s Spring Fling, new playground equipment was installed at both 



SEAS School 2020-2021 Final Numbers 

Actual Income  Budgeted Income  

$1,275,630 $1,276,578 

Difference $948 

Actual Expenses Budgeted Expenses 

$1,662,133 $1,727,933 

Difference $65,800 

SEAS School 2021-2022 Through May  

Actual Income  Budgeted Income  

$1,208,346 $1,191,666 

Difference $16,680 

Actual Expenses Budgeted Expenses 

$1,734,333 $1,647,042 

Difference $87,291 

SEAS Catholic School 2021-2022 Financial Report 

Financially, the school had a very interesting year. We received over $129,000 in grants for specific items or 

programs, yet our expenses were much larger than anticipated. Part of this is due to increased staff to help 

meet the challenges of COVID. We also saw large increases in the cost of utilities (almost twice the budget) 

and repairs to fix our antiquated heating system. As always, we are so grateful for the parish’s investment in 

our students and the future of the Catholic Church in Hastings.   

 

SEAS Catholic School 2021-2022: Enrollment 

Enrollment at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School has changed significantly in the last 20 years. In that time, 

there have only been four years (2003, 2005, 2015, 2016), when enrollment, preschool through 8th grade, 

increased. The city of Hastings has also seen a decline in population and the local school system is smaller than 

previous years. However, new housing developments will hopefully lead to growth in the area. Below is a 

comparison of  20 and 10 years ago.  

This fall, our overall enrollment is estimated to be 220, PreK-8th.  

SEAS Catholic School 2021-2022: Looking to the Future 

• We will resume all our service field trips in the fall of 2022. 

• Mrs. Jill Lillie will be our new Preschool Director. Mrs. Lillie has been in our program since 2015 and we are 

so excited to have her in this leadership role.  

• Our Little Patriots Program will also be receiving a higher Parent Aware rating, meaning families will be 

eligible for scholarships from Parent Aware administered by the school.  

• Genius Hour/Electives are being developed for our middle school program for the fall. This was a popular 

course in the past that had to be dropped for time due to the pandemic.  

• Using Planbook, an updated curriculum map will be developed by the teachers during the school year.  

Year PreK-8 Enrollment Average Class K-8 Baptisms at SEAS 

2001-2002 438 40.9 84 

2011-2012 334 32.7 68 

2021-2022 225 20.6 23 



SEAS 2022 Parent Survey Summary 

Our mission states that we work in partnership with families and each year we ask a few questions to 

gage how the school is doing and address some specific areas. This year, we received over 100 

completed surveys. The full responses are reviewed by the pastor, principal, and SAC chair.  

Below are the questions and a summary of answers. For the summary, answers were grouped together 

as best they can. For example, if someone stated that they send their child to SEAS because of our 

teaching of the Catholic faith and someone else said due to religious instruction, that was group together 

as “faith.” 

Why did you choose St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School for your 

child’s/children’s education? 

Faith was mentioned most in the respondents answers (59 times), along with 

smaller class sizes (42 mentions), better education (21), teaching of morals 

and values (20), and the staff (15). 

 

Most Catholic schools have strong Catholic identity, small class sizes, 

and caring staffs...what makes SEAS stand out? What is the “wow” that 

makes SEAS different from other schools? 

The staff was cited  52 times followed by the family 

community (22), smaller classes (18), individual attention to 

students (10), and rigorous academics (8). 

 

Weekly Mass attendance is part of our definition of an active parishioner. Please 

indicate below where you attend weekly mass. If not at one of these four churches, 

please indicate where you worship weekly or why you do not attend weekly 

services.  

SEAS church was the top answer (65) followed by none (9), St. Joseph in Miesville (7), 

St. John the Baptist in Vermillion (5), and Our Savior Lutheran (4).  

 

Fundraising- for the last few years, we have had Marathon, the Catholic United Raffle, 

and SCRIP as our main fundraisers. In previous years, we have had magazine drives, 

catalog orders (cookie dough, wrapping paper, etc.), Pampered Chef, and garbage 

bags. Which answer best describes your feelings about fundraisers at SEAS?  

The vast majority (73 respondents) like our current fundraising options, followed by “I’d rather 

just pay more in tuition and not have fundraisers” (20). There were suggestions for a few other 

types of fundraisers, but not enough to warrant a category in the summary.  

 

What else would you like school and parish administration to know about your SEAS experience?  

This question did not have any common answers, however, responses included praise for specific staff 

members, more field trips, more volunteering options for parents, comments (pro and con) on our COVID 

protocols, and comments on our Mass times.  



SEAS Catholic School 2021-2022: Spring Test Results 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students take the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) MAP 

Growth standardized test in Math, Reading, and Language Arts (LA grades 3rd-8th only). These tests are 

administered at least twice a year for all grade levels, kindergarten through 8th grade.  

Scores are reported in RIT (short for Rasch Unit) scores. MAP assessments use the RIT scale to create a 

grade-independent RIT score, which indicates the level of question difficulty a given student is capable of 

answering correctly about 50% of the time. RIT scores help educators understand every student’s current 

achievement level based on their zone of proximal development. 

Once again, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students’ average scores in math, reading, and 

language arts are higher than the Norm RIT Value in every grade level.  

We are especially proud of our 7th and 8th students who surpassed the Norm RIT Value for 11th 

graders in Math and Reading. As a group, the 8th grade blew past the 11th grade spring score even 

though they took the test in September! 

While we are very proud of our students’ test scores, it is not how we measure the success of our students. 

Scores like this are only one way we use to evaluate student growth. What is more important to us is that 

we are creating disciples of Christ who will go out and spread His Good News. 

Grade Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading Language Language 

K 157.1 168.5 153.1 160.6   

1st 176.4 176.6 171.4 177.9   

2nd 189.4 190.2 185.6 186.9   

3rd 201.1 205.8 197.1 203.9 198.3 202.9 

4th 210.5 215.9 204.8 209.8 205 210.3 

5th 218.7 222.9 211 217.5 210.2 215.9 

6th 222.9 230.3 215.4 221.2 214.2 220.4 

7th 226.7 235.1 218.4 222.5 216.5 219.8 

8th (fall21) 224.9 234.9 218 231.5 215.5 228 

11th 234.3 --- 221.7 --- 222.3 --- 


